48        DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
of Duke Eudo.   He then marched to the West and
crossing the Garonne, the Muslims fell like a torrent
upon Acquitaine8 ravaging its towns and fields.   Eudo
tried to stop them and both armies met on the banks
of the Dordogne but the Duke suffered an overwhelm-
ing defeat and his army was badly torn.    ** God alone
knows how many Christians fell in this battle," says
Isidore  of Beja.    Abdul Rahman pursued the Duke
as far  as  Bordeaux, his capital (Burdal), which he
occupied after a short siege.   The Duke accompanied
by some friends fled to the North, and the whole of
Acquitaine fell into the hands of the Muslims.  Abdul
Rahman then returned again to the Rhone Valley, the
Muslim army traversing Burgundy occupied Lyon and
Besancon 9 and the advance-guard reached Sens which
is only ,a hundred miles from Paris. Abdul Rahman then
turned*: o the west as far as the banks of the Loire to
complete the conquest of this region, thence to march
on the seat of the Frankish kingdom.10 He accomplish-
ed this brilliant march and conquered all the southern
half of France from east to west in a few months only.
44 A victorious line of march," says Gibbon, "had been
prolonged about a thousand miles from the rock of
Gibraltar to the banks of the Loire; the repetition of
an equal space would have carried the Saracens to the
confines of Poland and the Highlands of Scotland: the
Rhine is not more impassable than the Nile or Euph-
rates, and the Arabian fleet might have sailed without
a naval combat into the mouth of the Thames.   Per-
haps the interpretation of the Koran would now be
taught in the schools of Oxford, and her pulpits might
demonstrate to a circumcised people the sanctity and
truth of the revelation of Mahomet."
In fact the decisive encounter between Islam and
Christianity, between the East and the West, was on
the point of taking place. The invasion of Islam of
the old world was rapid and marvellous. Within half
a century, after the death of the Prophet, the Arabs